[Intestinal atresia].
The authors reviewed their experience with 20 cases of intestinal atresia (jejunum, ileum and colon) admitted between January 1972 and January 1977. International literature shows 80% mortality rate for this malformation before 1940 and 10-25% in current reports. In Mexico, before 1959, the mortality rate was 80%, but the most recent reports showed 28% mortality rate for atresia and 33% in cases of stenosis. The group of patient studied included twelve cases with a weight over 2,500 g. and eight patients under 2,500 g. Four patients showed multiple associated malformations (incompatible with life in one case) and in 17, there were no associated malformations. Nineteen cases were operated, the dilated and atresic segments were resected and anastomosis was performed. It was termino-terminal in 13 cases and termino-lateral in 6. One case was explored surgically and no attempt to repair the atresias was made, because there were malformations incompatible with life. Four patients died. Even if this series is very small, the associated malformations, low weight and techniques used do not seem to influence the prognosis of these patients.